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that chap Venner by this time, haven't you, Professor?"
he began.
" No, I have not forgotten him/' Dr. Priestley replied
quietly. " I should rather have expected that you
would have done so, however. Has any fresh incident
occurred to recall him to your mind?"
" The Yard never forgets," Hanslet replied senten-
tiously. " That's where a lot of crooks get caught out.
They think we've forgotten, but we haven't. And, as it
happens, I've found out something fresh. I got the
Chief to persuade Venner's bank manager to talk to me.
And what he said wilHnterest you, I think/'
Dr. Priestley smiled*. " That was an excellent move
on your part, Superintendent/' he said.
Much gratified by this praise, Hanslet repeated his
conversation with Mr. Yeoward, and his success in
tracing one of the notes. " That was a bit of luck, I
confess- It just happened that this note got torn, and
was sent back to the Bank of England to be destroyed.
It was sent to them by the Oxford Street branch of the
Southern Bank on January I2th. I went to see the
manager there, and they traced it as having been handed
in by the cashier of Milsom and Green, the big shop in
Oxford Street, on January 8th.
" Then I went to Milsom and Green, and made
inquiries there. It seems that they bank the cash they
receive, every afternoon. The note, therefore, must
have been taken on the previous day, the 7th. It's a
great big place, with dozens of departments, and heaven
knows how many cash-desks, each with a girl in charge.
But they have an excellent rule, and that is this. If
a customer whom they don't know hands in a Bank
of England note, he or she is asked to write their name
on the back/'
" Not  an uncommon  custom/'   Dr.   Priestley  re-